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PURITAN CONVERT. 


Not co Prelatick Proteſtantiſm,and yet to Prelatick 
Proteſtantiſm ; nor to Popery, and yet to Popery ; but 
abſolutely, and without Reſerve, to Apoſtolical Chri- 
ſtianity : That is,to whatſoever Dodtrine or prattice, Pre- 
latick Proteſtant or Papiſt can prove, to have been taught 
the World by the Apoſtles of Jeſus Chriſt. 


DISCOURSE 
L E T'T E R: 


That Prelatick Proteſtants, if they will be true to 
their Pratiſes and Principles, have all reaſon to tura Pa- 
piſts, in all things as to what Pariſts indeed hold ; but in 
nothing as to what Papilts are vulgarly believed to hold : 
And that de faFo Non-conformilts would turn 

were they not impoſed upon by falſe Principles, and no- 
torious Slanders, deviſed by the firſt Separatiſts from the 
Church of Rome. By W. H. 


— — — —— 


Come and I will teach you how great things God has done for 
my Soul. 


Printed Anno Domini M Dc Lxxy1. 


Permiſſu Superiorum. 
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ATTLIITETICEILTECTIPEETILEEIIEETTE: 
The Firſt Letter, 


—— 


What the Author means by « Prelatick, Proteſtant, 
Puritan, &c. 


My Deareſt Friends and Neareſt Relations, 


T is my hearts defire to ſpeak CE one of you; and to 
tell you with all Sincerity, what the All Good God has done 
for my Poor Soul ; bur the troublelomnels of rhe times, and 
your great diftance from one another, not permitting meſo 

ta comfort ; I have thought fir to commanicate to you 

my kd Wiſhes os Erernal Happine(s by Ink and Paper. 
dear Redeemer , Jeſus Chriſt, Bleſs my Poor Labours ro you all, 
and ſtir up others, who are bezter able, more fully to inſtruft you 
in the way to ———_ which T know to be the greac deſire 
of your Souls. After the ſearch of _ p_ ſpear in Prayer, 
Reading, and conference with Perſons of di perſwaſions, I 
doubt not but 1 have found our the Truth : Almighty God be for - 
ever Bleed forirt.1 doubr not but I have found out the True Church 
of Teſus Chriſt, the tndeed People of God, who walk in rhe dire& 
Path to endleſs Beatitude ; an4 whcloever walks, as walk, an1 
teach , ſhall infallibly fee God for ever. I confels, I am Con- 
verte from Puritanifm : Bur, ro whar ? to Prelatick Proteſtantiſm ? 
No; nor to Popery neither: Bur to Antiene Apoſtolick Chriſtia- 
nity. Though indeed, I have not ſo much left Puriraniſm, as Prela- 
ticks call it , as added thar ro ir; wherein I found it (and I 
hope many of you will fin4 ic ) come ſhort of the Holy Apo- 
ſthes Doftrine, and Inſticurions. That you may the better un- 
derſtan4 me in my enſuing Diſcomſe, I will briefly  Exphin 
ro you , What I underſtand by a Puritan, what by a Prehatick 
Proteſtant, aul what by a Papiſt, and what by an Apoſtolical 
X - 4A 2- - Crriſiam 
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Chriſtian, which I profeſs my ſelf, by the Grace of Jeſus Chrif. 
to be. : 
I underſtand by a Puritan, one that being Viſited from Heaven 
by rouſing checks of Conſcience, could fn1 no Reft for their trou- 
bled Soul, by living uater the liveleſs Miniſtry, and Spiritleſs form 
of the eſtabliſhe1 Rehgion of England. One, who by reading ſome 
portion of Holy Scripture, or ocher Spiritual Book, or by hearing 
fome awakening Sermon. was 1o ſtruck from above, that he had no- 
thing in his Heart nor Mouth, bur that great Queſtion of the man 
concern : Sirs, What muſt I doto be Saved ? One, who from the Viti- 
tation from on high, ha:1 ſo much lite in him, as to be ſenſible of the 
heavy burden ot a hard Heart; and whole great Prayer to the Al- 
mighty was, To take from him his Heart of Stone, and to give him 
a Heart of Fleſh. No Broks, no Company, no Sermons , no 
Though:s were guitful ro him, but tuch as were conducing to the 
meleing and changing of his Heart aud Soul. All Lip-labour he 
deem's but loft Labour, ſo long as his Soul within was not chang'd ; 
fo long as bis Heart was bard, he could find no fatisfaftion in words 
and expreſſions , though never fo Pathetical., wherher uttered b 

himſelf, or orhers, or fer down in Printed Books : Nay, he wes fo 
far from being farished with ſuch wordy , Devotions, that he was 
even _—_ ro uſe _ omg hog, Lens of -— Hy- 
pocriſy. For Example, to lay, or of Prayer; Om 

God, my All! How 1 love you! How my oul k grieved that As 


F have offended you! his Conſcience telling him, he had no ſuch. 


Aﬀections, but that his Heart was hard as a very Stone. No re- 
leneing of forrow for paſt iniquitics; uo reader reſentments 
of the 1 Divine Benefits ; no ſtrong of furure Eter- 
ighting fears of the dreadful day of wrath; 
greae deaj of il] paſt, apd clear convidtion 

ion in. his Soul, and yer aſſuredly per. 
ſwaded rhere mui OMe good be in the Soul, or vo hopes of enjoy- 
ing the Almighty for ever; without bolinefs, true Luternal Holincks, 
Heart-tho irit- Holipeis in this life, no hopes of ſeeing the 
Alt Gout God in the next. And thus much of a Puritan, I think 
none that has any ſenſe of aGot can miſlike, of wha: ſoever perſwa- 
ſlow he is, whet hex he be Papiſt, Proceſtant, or Phanatick. I do 
noe uldrheſe rerms to revile, or exu{perate any one; but meerly for 
diftinQtion fake. And 1 beſeech my Reader not to be offended ar 
them, if he meet with them now and then in my following — 
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Ged forbid, I ſhould willingly anger thoſe wounds, which with wy 
Soul I defire ro cure. 

Bur what do I underſtand further by a Puritan? I underftand 
ere, who weaied our with wraſtling againſt the corruprions of 
his own Heart , ſtill finds much evil in the interior of his Soul, 
boylings of anger , flames of concupiſcence , greedy detires of 
Money, and the things of this life; and however exteriorly refer- 
med ard changed he may ſeem to be to the World, he's dif-latizfied 
within himſelf, that he is not changed enough; nor changed enough, 
I fay ; although his proface Kindred and acquaintance , think him 
changed bur roe roo much ; becauſe he will nor, nor dare nc: Revel 
it with them zs formerly. Inſtead of Plays, and Comedies, his en- 
tertainments now are the Holy Scripewes, or other 
wri:ren by ſuch who experimented in their own Souls, whar they 
taught others ; the works rather of Pious Mens Hearts, than of 
Learned Mens Brains. Whilſt his Companions areroaring and rally-- 
ny in Tipiing Houſes and Taverns, he's fizhing, and cronanges 
Be1-chamnbery or Cloſet ; wraſtling wich his offended God by hearty 
Prayers, according ro what moft prefſcs his wounded and affiiied 
Spirir. He dares not lye, he abhors an Oath as Hell; hes afraid 
to chear or cozen any he deals wirh z _ finds ro his grief, bur 
too great defires of worldly wealth in the botrom of his Heare, Up- 
on days ſer apart for the Divine Worſhip, he wiftes he could keep 
his Sout wholly fixed upon God» - He can by no means farisfie his 
Conſcience, by bearing a part with his Lips only in any forms of 
Prayer, though in themſelves. never ſo holy and , for an! hour of 
two, and then ro ſpend, or rather waſt the reſt of the day in idle 
on ty dlocmplo ment eo ky pa lock of provificn fe to pans 
&c. is employment is to lay up a O PooOr 
Soul to five upon all che week atter. Then he kb ours to renew his 
firſt 'repentane ſorrow for his Hfe paſt, and ro confirm his weak-reſe 
lurtons of another kind of life for the time tro come; &e. 

Bur what hurt in alt chis? if rhis be ro be a Pirie, world to 
God' all rhe world were Puritans, Whar need of ſich a Mans Con. 
verſion > Whither muft he rum ? Whar myft he charpero © unleſs 
i be from berrer to worſe. Bur may henot change good to 
better ? why, what's wanting in him? That you ſhalt hem by and 
by. Only rake notice for the prefenr, Thar am fo far from 
Converted from thus much of a Puri —— 
caukd Convert all the World unto it. poor afffided Purican, 


b 


[47 


fly, and deſe vellly affiizh:ed wich the fear and apprehenſion of E- 
ternal damnation, labours an.1 works haw he may avoil it :- And 
Rea ling in the Holy Sciprure thoſe words of our Bleſſed Saviour ; 
Come unto me all ye that labour, and are burd:ned, and | will refreſh you : 
An4 (ceinz a neceſſi:y of ſome righteouſre(s or other to euticle.him 
ro Heaven, an ftinying no:hing 1n hiviſelf but fin and wickeneſ ; 
an having heard much talk of the righ:eouſneſs of Chriſt, an of 
Leinz lavei by bis Righteouſneſs, an4 hnding ſome places in the E- 
piſtles of St. Paxl, which ſeem to ſound that way, all his care is to ap- 
prehen4 that Righteouſneſs, and to rely upon what Jeſus Chriſt has 
aone and ſutfer'd for him : And by this means he begins to deem him- 
telt in a ſecure condition, By the Blopil of Chriſt thus app ehen- 
ded and applied by a lively Faich, he grows very confident and afſu- 
red, all the tire o! Hell is quenched as to him, and he fears damna- 
tion no longer : And though uuworthy of his Heavenly Fathers Be- 
nediftion for any thing in himſelf, yer appearing before him in the 
Garme:ts, of his Elder Brother, he doubrs not of a Bleſſing, an 1 
thatan Eterngl onetoo. And this conceit if it do not make hm very 
bold ro fin, at leaſt it makes him vgry negligent in a:lorning his Soul 
wich Piety; Churicy, Meckneſs, Patience, Humility, and ocher Chri- 
ſtian Vertues;z partly thinking them impoſſible to be attained ; partly 
deeming there is no abſolure neceſſity of them to his Salyation : He 
having nothing to do, bur to believe that Jeſus Chriſt has done all 
for him,-and what Love, or Piery, or other Verve. neceſſarily tol- 
Jows.from ſucha Faith, he willingly aimits : bur for the reſt, ſolici= 
touſly ro endeavour after the acquiſition of Vertues, he looks upon 
as the working of an Old Teſtament Spirit, and a derogation from 
the perfe& Salvation by Jeſus Chriſr, and his Righ:eouſneG, Thz 
Old Covenant was, Do this and Live; bit now he is under a better 
Covenant, Believe _ Live, fa Live _; m Theimpreſſion bis 
firſt awakeni Tu im, keeps him from recurning to 
kewdnel; doll; be his Faith of this imputrrive Righeecas, 
neſs of Chriſt, makes himtake lirtle pains in the cultivating of his awn 
«Soul, either in purging it of the Relicks of il] habits, or. in planting 
in it the Divine Vertues, our Lord Jeſus taught us toexerciſe, by his 
Word and Example. . And this is our Puri:ans firſt miſtake ; and a 
dangerous one to0, as I ſhall ſhow afterwards. pp: 

His -next .miſtake is ; he begins to quarrel with all Exterior or- 
fhip and Ceremonies. And hefalls into this miſtake by reflefting upon 
kis own Experience, as having reaped no benejit by forms of P, ayer, 
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by Bowing at the Name of Jeſus ; by loeking upcn certain Cays as 
- rag, and Faſting-cays, &c- Hence he _ to think, all 
luch Obſervances are wholly uſeleſs and unprofitable, if not abomi» 
nable and ſuperſtitious beſides. And he is much confirmed inthis his 
Iragiraticn, ty conſicering the open profane, and little ſenſe of 
Goo, he ol ſerves ger.ca!ly in zeatous Conformilts, Moreover, on 
the ocher ice, he takes notice cf-his Brethren Non-Confor miſts, 
that they ategererally tree front open and ſcandalous ſins, and ar lealt 
ligh and treath after Intericr Spit and Devotion, which certainly 
muſt be that muſt give us a Title co Heaven, rather than a few crin- 
'&, or Exterior Verbal Devotions, which any one, though never fo 
Frotane, may eaſily exe.ciſe; and incee4 he fees with his Eyes many 
do Exerciſe, » ho give r.o Teſtimony at all of any work of Regene- 
ration in their Hearts; but by their profane, light, and vain Conver- 
ſation, give too clear evidences of their being ſtill in their natural] un» 
regenerate condition. And accordingly their Preachers in their Ser- 
mons have little life or zeal; an4 feldom difcourſe of fuch Truths, as 
are apt to awaken Mens Conſciences, and make them lay to Heart the 
great concern of rhe Salvation of their Souls: Or it they do at any 
time Preach of Judgment, or Hell ; Repentance, or a New Life; 
they do ir very coldly and imperfectly, and ſeem to talk like Parrots 
what they have learnt by rote, and out of others Books, and not 
what they have had any Experience of in their own Hearts. Such Re- 
fleftions, Joyn'd with ſome places of the New Teſtament not right- 
ly underſtood, make him think, that whatſoever was pleaſing to. Al- 
n.ighty God, or profitable to the Jewiſh People under Moſer; Now 
we that are under rhe-Gotpel, muſt be Spirirua} Worſhippers, if we 
will be Worſhippers in Truth; and mult cat away. all Exterior tornis - 
of words, and outward obſervances of days and places, as hindran- 
ces to True Spiritual Goſpel-worſhip, And all- azreeing, that the 
Body of the M:ſaitsl Law is aboliſhed, withrits P. iefthood, Sacri. 
fices, ſpecial Garmenes in time” of Divine Pap" particular days 
to be kept Huly, &c. This being confeſſed by all, as well Prote- 
ſiants as Papiſts, and finding no clear expreſs mention in the New 
Teſtament of any Extertor Rites; ( except a very few ) inced 
by our Bleſſed Saviour; or his Apoſtles 3 no Hcly-days,: ror Fafting- 
days, no particular Garments for Prieſts, no4et forms of Prayer for 
them, or the people, excepr one little ſhort oe; commonly called 
Owr Lard: Prayer ; and dceming that the New Teſtament was writ- 
wn-to inſtrudt. us Chriſtians in the whole Body of Goſpel- worſhip, 
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as the Oi Teſtament was written to inſtruſt the Fews in the Moſas: 8] 
manner of Service : Our well-meaning Puritan makes no doubt, bur 

alt Ember-d xyz, Vx Is, Leut-Foft, Chriftmas- day, Good-Friday, Aſcens+ 
fog,” Wheiſontide, Te. ae meer humane Inventions , a meer Will- 
worſhip; rhe blind obſervers whereof can expedt no other reward, ar 
the day of Account, bur tha: ſharp check; Who has required theſe 
things at your hands? inſtead of a, well done Good and Faithtnl Ser- 
vant, enter into the Joy of thy Lord, which they vainly expetted for 
a toillom obſervance of a company of burdenſome Ceremonies of 
their own deviſing. And this I underſtand by a Puritan, 

By a Prelatick Proteſtant, I underſtand one, who agrees with the 
Puritan in this, that he expedts Salvation by the extrinſecal Righteoul- 
nels of Chriſt without him, not by any interior Righ:coulnels with- 
1 his 6wn Soul. Though ſome of the Prelatick Clergy bezin to 
ſcoff ar the Dofrine of Imputative Juſtice, One of them lately in 
a Sermon before His Majeſty, called it, and not improperly, The 
Mammery of Impmtative Juſtice. As if he would tell us, thar an Im- 

tative Holy Man, is a meer Chriſtmas Mummer,. who to little 

ysand Girls ſeems a Prince in his aſſumed Bravery ; bur Perſons of 

years and underftanding, ſee under his borrow'd Regal Attire, a 

Cobler, or ſorry Borcher; or like the Daw in the Fable, who 
made himſelf very gay with the fine Feathers he had ftoin from 
other Birds ; bur when each Bird, being ro appear before their King 
in rheir proper Array, ſnatcht back their fioln Feathers ; the poor 

Daw, that had made himſelf fine with anothers Bravery, became th 
common obje# of ſcorn and laughter. Such will be rhe fad Lot of 
meely I ative Saints, who to rhemſelves, and their Brerhren, 
ſeem oy ids, in the extrinſecal Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, put on by 

their Phantaftica! Faith, whilſt God and his Ange, unler a!l this 

conceited, aſſumed Bravery, ſee a laſcivious, wanton, or 2 Covetous 

Miſer, Bur if the Prelatick Proteſtant and. Puritan agree in the 
Dottrine of Imputative Juſtice, wherein do rhey differ? Has the 
Prelatick Proteſtant no terrors of Conſcience upon him, as well as 

the Puritan ? Generally ſpeaking , Prelatick Proteſtants ( I wiſh it 

were a ſlander ) are very profane, and give no fignsof any Interior 
trouble of Conſcience, And if any of them begin to be heartily 
troubled for his ſms, > ts chvied cither to turn Fanatick, or Pa- 
piſt; thar is, cirher ro prattice what he profetſes @ ro Holy-days, 
2nd Faftmg-days, Confeſſion of ſins ro a Prieſt, ard {ich like Rites, 


whereit! he zprecs with the Church of Rome ; or clſe to rurn _ 
tick, 
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tick, and ſcoff ar all ſuch-obſervances, as Legal, tvimical, and ſuper- 

flitious, Bur whillt he continues Proteſtaur, in what ditfers he 

from the Puritan ? why, he is very angry withrhe Purican, that he will 

not abſtain from Fleſh in Lent, upon Fridays, Enber- days, and | is 

ofls of Saints ; Though practically tpcaking, no bouy takes lefs rro- 

tice of them than himſe:t: Only on the Swnday belore, as the pub. 
lick Miniſter of the Great God in Partificalibas, in time of Divine 

Cervice, he avertilerh the people ol fuch and ſuch days of Abitinence, 

and Falting, as occur : And the poor Puritan, kecauſe he will noe 
ſolemnly invite the pevple to oblerve, what himſelf never intends to 
rake the icaſt notice of, mult tor this be fitence'!, and fulpended beth 
from Office and Benenice, Again, the Prelatick Proteſtant, he won« 
ders the Puritan ſhould {c uple the Atorning the Communicn Table 
with two Wax Tapers, chereby-co proclaim betore Cod and Man, 
thar he is of that Church, which in the Primitive times for fear of 
perſecut ton,lerv'd Go Almighty by Candle-light in Dens and Caves, 
And the ſimple Puritan thinks It all One ridiculous, to have Candles 
upen his Table,at noon Cay unlightel, as lighted; Nay, ot rhe two, 
ic ſeems to him greater non-lence tohavetherp vnlighted. Fer thar 
the Papiſts who light them, may pre:end Ornament and Increaſe of 
Splendor : But to have them there, and nor to light them, noac- 
count can be given, unlels it be for that it is lefs expenſive. More- 
over, the Prelatick Proteltant woners, what hurt the Puritan can ſee 
in making the Sign of the Crols, upon the Fore-head of a new Bap= 
tiz'4 Intant ;. though even he ſmiles at a@ Papiſt ,, when he makes ir 
upon himſelf, or his Vidtuals; which the Puritan can by no means 
underftand, If our Lord Jelus , fays - the Non-Conformiſt , would 
have Chriitians Croſs their Children, in memory of his dying upon a 
Croſs; I cannot think it credible, that he ſhould prohibic them to 
Crcfs themſelves, upon the fame account. Or it c mult be wile 
above what is written, he thinks he may as well credit the Papiſt, who 
lays, He has a T:adition-tor Crofling himſelf; as the Biſhop, who 
fiys he has a Tiavition for Croſſing his Children. The Prelatick 
Proteltant wongers the Puritan can doubr, the Holy Euchariſt ( as 
he legins to call ir ) is really and truly the Body cf Chriſt ? ſince our 
Bleſfed Lord Gays fo plainly of ir, at his laſt Supper, This is my Body. 
Why then ſhould any one doubt af the Feal Prelence of our Saviours 
Body, where himlelt (aysit to be ? Or why ſhould any one refuſe to 
Adore upon his Knees his Blefſe 1 Saviour, under whatloever foim cr 
ſhape, he ſhail pleaſe co repreſent _ unto him; provided it be 
himſelf 


[8] 
himſelf really, truly and in ee, as here nonecan doubt him to be, 
having his own infallible word for ir, An41 why he may not appear 
to us inthe form of Brea1, after his Aſcention, as well as te appeared 
to St. Mary Magdalen in the ſhape of a Gardiner, atter his Relurre- 
Aion, M. Thorndike cannot underitand Nay, Dr. Coſens in his Hiko- 
ry of Tranſubſtantiation goes yet further, aud fays, Pag.q4. It is not 
queſtioned, whbetber the Body of Chriſt be alſ-nt from the Sacrament, duly 
Adminiftred according to bis Injtrtution, which we Proteftants neither af» 
firm nor believe : For it being groen and received in the Communion, it 
muſt needs be that it is preſent, though in ſome manner veyled wnder the 
Sacrament ; ſo that of it ſclf it cannot be ſeen An! Pag, 117. Pro- 
teſtamts ds freely grant, and firmly beheve, That the Wine ( as batb often 
been ſaid ) is changed into the Blood of Chriſt ; but every change is not a 
Tranſubſtantiation. Now the Puri-an wonders how any of this be- 
tief can bozgle at the Popiſh Tra:ſubſtantiacion, or change of Bread, 
in the Holy Communion, into Chr.{ts Body. If there beno change 
at all male in the Bread and Wine, ſays the Puritan, either by Prela- 
tical, or Popiſh Conſecration ; withour all pera:iventure there can 
he no Real Preſence of Chriſts Body. The ſame remaininz the ſame. 
without any change, mult needs be the ſame. Bur if there be any 
chanze made; in Acciden's, its evident there's none; our Senſes, an 
all Popiſh Doftors confeſling as much. If therefore thee be any 
change, i: muſt be in the ſubſtances of Bread and Wine 3, and if fo, 
what can ſuch a Change be more properly called. than Tranſubſtan- 
tiarion ? or the change of the ſubſtances of Bread and Wine, into the 
ſubſtance of our Blee4 Saviours Body and Blood, the acci lens of 
tigure, traſt, and colour remaining unaltered ? The Prelatick Proteſtant 
wonders, thar the Puritan, when he is going our of this World, 
ſhonl4 find difficulty ro make a particular Confeſſion of his ſins. it 
any grievous matter ye upon his Conſcience ; and humbly deſire 
the Prelarick Prieſts Ablolution, faying over him af'er his ſpecial 
Confeſſion : By the Antbority of Felas Chrit committed to me, I] Ab- 
ſolve thee from thy ſins, in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Gbt, The Puritan replies ; it Jeſus Chriſt has Inflitu- 
red any ſuch Ordinance, he ſees not why every one ſhould not fre- 
quent it every year, or az often as he hn4s himſelf conſcious of any 
heynous crime with the Papiſt. _ But Jeſus Chriſt having Infticure4 
no ſuch Rizhr or Sa-rament, he wonders any dare Ie fo bold to preſs 
it upen any Chriſtian living, or dying ; and indeed leaſt of all dying: 
when ſure, if ever, we ought to have a care, not to ſeekto pleaſe 
Almigh:y 
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|mighty Goll, by unpreſcribe 1 Will-worſhip, or Inventions of our 
own. Mocover, the Prelatick Protettane wonders at the Puritans 
Nicenels, that he can by no means be perſwaded to Bow at the Sacre 
Name of Jeſus; when Nature teaches us a Relative Reverence to 
any thing that has a Relative Reſpeft toa Perſon whom we Honour : 
Every cne without ſcruple ſtandinz bare in the Preſence-Cbamber 3 nor 
docs any one pals the Kings Chair of Stare without a Reverend Bow, 
whether His Majeſty be there or no. And the imple Puritan deems 
ir as grols Idolatry tro worthip Sounds, as Colours; Names, as Pi- 
ures ; an4 firanges, that any one who dces [o luperititiouſly cringe 
an.l bow at the Name of Jeſs, ſhould ſmileat a Papiſt for reipedttul- 
ly putting off his Har, when he paſſes by the Pitture of the fame 
Jeſus. The found of the Name of Jeſus being vaniſh'd and gune, 
betore the ſuperſtitious Worſhipper can make his Mimical Congy , 
whereas the Pifture, a far more lively Repreſentation of rhe ſame 
Great Lord is permanent, and remains to receive its Devour Reve« 
ers Relative Relret, The Conformift wonders whar there is ina de- 
cent White Surplice, thae ſhould boggle the skewiſh Puritan : And 
the Puritan a{mires how any onecan thinka Surplice ſhould become 
a publick Miniſter of the Divine Worſhip,and yer throw away, as Ba- 
biloniſh Rags, the Popiſh Girdle, Stole, and Caſuble , which add 
Splendor an4 Decency to the fame unwritten ſuperſticious Garb, un- 
leſs ir be becauſe they are more chargable. The Couformi wonders 
at the Puritans {crupuloſity, that he cannor fay Amen, to that "_ 
in the Burial of the Dead: T har we with chis our Brother,and all ot 
ceparted in the true Faith of thyHoly Name, may have our perfeACon- 
lummation andBlits, both inBody andSoul,&c. We muſt pray for the Dead, 
lays theReftor of Sr. Martins inOxford,in his Sermon called the Schiſma- 
tical Puritan. ThyKingdom come O Lord raiſe the deadPriſoners in theGrave, 
And berein we pray for their Souls and Bodies.God be with them to comfon 
theirSou/s deprived of their Bedies, And rothe Puritan this ſeems phin 
pery.In tine,the Prelatick Proteftant wonders at the Puritans pride,that 
he will nor ſubmic his Judgment in marters of Faith,to the determina- 
tion of a Councdl of a)l the Reverend Biſhop's of the Land, His Majeft 
as lurreme Head and Governor preſiding, : And the Puritan is —_ 
that if we may pin our Fai:h upon another mans ſteeve. & ſate!y believe, 
as 2 | articular Church in England believes;how it can be unfate to fub- 
mir ones ) udgment to thedetermination ofa General Council of all the 
Lear nedBiſhops of theChriſtian world, his Holineſs thePope as ſ| 
Paſtor preſiding,& believe as theUniverſalChurch ofChriſt believes,” Tis 
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fitting, ſays the Codformiſt, that fer order ſike, in Chriſts Church 
there ſhould be in every Nation ſome fupreme Governors, to whole 
Direfions, in matters of Divine Wor Nip, all ſhould ſubmir, elſe 
we ſhall have as many Chriſtian Keligions, and ways of Worſhip, as * 
there are Pariſhes; ray, as there are private Families, or particu- / 
lar Ferſons, The Puritan replies ; if we muſt conclude our Lord 
Teſus governs his Church, as our reaton tells us it's fitting he ſhould, 
ter Union, Decency, and Order govern it, an! nor according ro the 
infallible written Rule of the New Teſtament : It the Cale be this ; 
It leems ro him as rational, thar he ſhould for the lame Kealuns oft 
conſerving Union, Decency and Orcer in his Church appoint one ſu- 

eme Paltor over all Chriſtians diſperled in all the Nations of the 

'orl4, whom all ſhould obey in the vacalicy ot General Councils, 
for fear farſoo:h otherwiſe, there ſhould be as wany ways of Chri- 
ſtian Worſhip, as there are ſeveral Chi iſtian Kingdoms, or Common- 
wealths, 1 ſpeak not this to revile the cltabliſhed Religion of the 
Nation, but to excice the Protellors of, it to obferve devoutly, whar 
they Chriſtianly profeſs, as to Holyrdays, Lent, Fridays, and othe: 
Falting-days, Confeſſion of figs to,a Prieſt, an:! other Holy an-1 
Profitable Ries, when Piouſly, and Reverently j erfornied, and by 
which they arediſtinguiſhed from Non-conformiſts, 

And by this time I hope, My Deareſt Relations, you underſtand 
what I mean by a Prelatick, Prateſkanr. But what do 4 underſtand 
by Pop ry, and a Papift? Why what: ſhould T underftand by a Papiſt, 
but what the gendrality of people, underfiant by a Papilt 3 Thole 
things we call Stones, which every body commenly ſpeaking'ca}(s 
S:ones 3 an4 fo | underſtand by Popery 'abd a Papiſt, whar every 
hody commonly. (raking calls a Papiſtand Pope: y, By a Fapiſt then 
I un 'exſiand one, thr war ſhips $rocks and Stones, Me.lals, and Pi 
foes of, Jelvs Cbuyſt, av the Nirgin Mery; an4: other Saints, as 

Is, and conſeg;,cotly prays to them, ; aud purs bis whole confi. 
clence ih, them ; -as. the aacigat Heatheos Cid in their dumb Idols of 
iter Mars, and Venus, &c. 1] lay one that worſhips Piftures cf 
FO, 2Gads: Nu barely one. that hes tuch Piftures, and 

\plous purp les, alſo, for. that Preiazich Proteſtants have as well as 

ey. Pratefianys bave P.Aures of Jelys Chriſt and his Holy Me+ 
ther,. vc ouly,jn thor private Houſes, and pub lick Churches, but 
even, their very, CoumonePrayer Books are full of them in rhe laſt 
ImpreTion, ro excite in the Beholders mind a lively apprchenficn of 
out Bleſſed Saviours lite and death, Nor can I think, they wy 
(0) 
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ſo ce.emonious in devoutly Bowing, when they hear the Holy Name 
of their Saviour Jeſus, can forbear in ſome devour fir, eſpecially 
thoſe of the tenderer Sex, from kiſhng the Pifture of their ſame 
deareſt Lord. Bur here's the difterence berwixt them and rhe Dol- 
eiſh Papiſt: T hat the Papiſt Bows at rhe Name of Jeſus, an4 kiſſes 
his Pifture, wich a deſign to give Divine Honour to the very Name 
and Pifture ; but our Prelatick Proteſtane does the ſame thing, in- 
ending only to givethem civilrelpett as he would give totheName or 
Pitwe of his Kinz, Furthermore a Papiſt is one that believes the Pope 
can give him leave to commit any fn for Money ;z or if any one were 
{o bold to commit the ſin before he por leave to commir it 3 *ris but 
viving ſo much Money, and the ſame Holy Indulgent Father can'fo 
perfettly pardon your fin, as you ſhall not beinthe leaſt dangerof 
avy puniſhment for it, Temporal or Erernal, in Purgatary or in Hell: 
An1 all this, though you have no purpole at all to forfake your ſin. 
And this his Holy Father can do by a plenitude of Power, which 
he has of diſpoſing and applying to whom he plcaſes, penitent or 
not penitent, the {upe-abundane merits of Jeſus Chriſt our Bleſſed 
Saviour and his Millions of Saints, of all whoſe merits the Pope is 
ſupreme Lord to diſpole of rhemtothe living or dead, as heby his 
un- erring Spirit thinks firting. 1 fay to the hving or dead? fr this 
Papiſt believes, that the Pope can free, what Souls our of Purgatory 
he pleaſes, paying their debts for which they are there in priſon, out! 
of the ſtock 6tf the lupererrogatory works of Saints : Always proves 
ded that in lizu or rather purchaſe of fo great #favour, ſome of the 
deceaſed parties friends give a large alms to this Holineſs. Moreg- 
ver, the Papiſt Honours the Virgin Mary much-morethan he does her 
Divine Son or Go1 the Farher; and therefore t5r one Prayer he makes 
ro God, the ſays ten to the Holy Virgin. » Bue akas what dre his 
Prayers? A company 'of Latin words: be neither unklerftands7 hor! 
cares to underitund, which it he do but rutte-oroer in fuch's mum- 
ber, thouzh bis rmin4 an4 heart be” wholly "taken up- with workdly 
thowhes and deſires, he thinks he has done ſuch a merizorious work; 
as God almighty is oblized for the great Honour be bas done him to 
give him Ereruk] Happineſs. If he do bur believenz his Charchmen 
ING though he be wholly ignorant of their Belief,! his Soul is fafe' 
enough | 

Belides, he makes not only Gods of Holy Men deparre. but even 
of ſinful! Men whilſt they live, Hence he makes le(s ſcrupleo!t brea® 
king Gods Laws, than he does of violating any Ordinance-of the 
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Pope, or any Law of his Church, muſt by no means touch the 
leaſt bit of Fleſh on a Faſting-Cay, againſt his Churche's Law, upon 
pain of damnation ; but if he commir Fornication, *tis but a Venial 
lia, and ſprinkling himſelf with a little Holy Water, he's as pure 
trom all ſpot asa new Bapt:z'd Infant. And as for obe.lience to Ma- 
giltia*es, it they be not of his Religion, be ows them no Allegiance: 
An 1t he have by Oach obligett himſelt, he has a Holy Father can dit- 
penſe with him tor that or any other Oath for a piece of Morey. It 
his Prince per ſecure him for his Religion, Jet him but have ſo much 
celf erate Courage to Sacrifice his own life, to Stab or Poiſon his (ail 
Periecutor, he ſhail at Rome be Canoniz'd tor a Saint. Nor can 
private perſons ecpett any hdeliry from him, when he is thus craite- 
routly rebellious againſt his Lieze Lord and Soveraiv. Theretcre 
wharlcever promiſe he has made to an Heritick, he may lawfully 
break it, and cheat an4 cozen him without any ſcruple : Nay, need 
make no more difficulty of killing an Heritick, rhan of a commou 
Highway Man, As for Faſting and Mortihcation, it he but abſtain 
from Fleſh, though he drink all Cay long the beſt Wines hecan yer, 
hll himſelf at noon with all variety of Fiſh, and ſtuff himſelf azain 
at night wich all forts of Sweer-meats, he has like a goo! Chriſtian 
piouſly and forrowfully commemorare rhe bitter death an paſſion 
of his dear Redeemer ; he has done a work of a ſtrange lorce to ſatil. 
fe for his fins, to ſuppreſs his corrupt inclinations, to c'evate his 
mind to Heaven, to caſt out the Devil, ro obrain che Holy Ghoſt fer 
himſelf or others. As for Virginal Purity, it he do bur make a Vow 
of Chaſtity, and keep himſelf from Mari tage, though he be as familiar 
with'Nunns as Lay People are with their lawful Wives; he is one of rhe 
Virgins in the Myltical Book of St. Febn, who follow the Lamb whi- 
therſoever he goes. As to Pardons & Indulgences 'tis wondea ful what 
he believes. For around Sum of Money paid to his Holy Father the 
Pope,he can purchaſea Pardon for himſelt. and his Heirs tor ever, for 
whatſoever ſins he or they may poſſibly commir. Sivs that are to be 
committed by himſelf rwenty years hecce, or by his Poſterity a hun- 
dred years hence,he has a Pardon for them already in his Pecker,under 
the Broad Seal of Chriſts Vicar upon Earth:which our Lord Jeſus nei- 
ther can nor will deny, but has engage his infallible word to racrite 
and conhrm and all he, though tbe Perſons who have obtained this 
Pardon or Indulgence ſhould chance to ”=_ without the leaſt Remorle 
or Rex entance for their ſins, And by this the World is taught to undere 
ſtand what a Bleſſing it is to havea great Eſtate, for that Rich - 
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who have but Mony to purchaſe one of thoſe Pardons, can never 
fail of Heaven ; whereas the Poor, and thoſe of lender Forruncs, 
for want of them, mult be hurt ied away into Erernal Mifery, without 
Bail or Mainprize. Moreover , by verrue of theſe Pardons, they 
have leave to commit all manner oft villanies without fin, or at lealt 
without any «anger of receiving any prejudice by fin , Theſe Papiſts 
they'l tell you 1.deed, their Church 1s a Holy Church, an4 has all 
means imaginable to lupprels vice, and encourage to lanftity. They 
have a Hell to fer before audacious hnners, to terrifie them from 
committing mortal an! grievous offences, and they have a Purgatory 
wich which they threaten leſſer offenders. Bur in very dee.l both 
their Hell and their Purgatory, are fo eaſily avoided by any onethat 
has a little Money, that he muſt be one that ſtartles at his own ſhad- 
dow, that can at all be rerritied by either. For had you committed 
all kin « of fins imayinable, if you have bur the Impudence to tell 
your Gioftls Father all thoſe villanies in his Ear, though you beſo 
tar from reſolving ro amend, as you ſecretly purpoſe when you have 
clear'd the old, to begina new ſcore, previded you do but profeſs to 
your fai4 Confeſlor, that you are ſorry and fay you will amend, he 
by th: ee or four words in Latin, Ego te Abſolvo, &c, By the Autho. 
rity of Jeſus Chriſt I Abſolve thee from thy fins ; does as perfeftly 
free you from all obligation to Erei nal Torments, as if you had ne- 
ver fun'd. And as tor the temporal pains in Purgatory, which may 
be due to you for want of a true ſorrow, and a hearty purpoſe to 
amend, *tis but ſaying Seven Pater Nofters, and as many Ave Ms. 
ries, upon ſuch a Saints day in ſuch a Church, and you go frrair 
to Heaven clcar from all ſpot and ſlain. There are many more 
ridiculous abſurdities which this fally delude! Papiſt believes 
and pradtiſes, bur theſe I think are ſufficient ro make any Man 
in his wits to abhor Popery as the greateſt piece cf Non-ſenſe 
imaginable. And underſtanding by Popery , what bas been aid 
( an4 yer that 1+ nor half of that Ridiculofiry, which rhe Generaliey: 
of people in England unceritand by it ) he that ſhould turn Papith, 
be he for Religion, Proteſtavt, Jew or Turk he muſt cectainly for un. 
derſtancting bea Mad Man. Chifd or Fool, etther one-rhdt hes loſt his 
wi's, or one that is not yer come to his wit, orone thar never hat, 
nor ever ſhall have any wit. 

Bur we e not our Anceftors here 11 England for many ages roge- 
ther all Papiſts? Are not whole Nations, France, Spain, Ioly and 
others generally Papiſts? H ve we not ſome thouſands of Papiſts till 
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remaining in our own Countrey. Areall theſe Children, Fools cr 
Ma4 Men? Let them look to that, You and 1 are ſurethar no Man 
{ hat has half che underſtanding of a Man, can think that ſuch a bun- 
Ve ot ridiculous Tenets ang Ablurdities, can look like any ſuch thinz 
is.,a FEcliglion revealed from Heaven: An it they conte(s them- 
lelves to be Papiits, and to hold choſe witlels abluriiirics ; the Con- 
guilion vnavcidably talls upon them, They muſt be Chillren, Ma4 
Men, or Fools. Unleſs you will fay, they know well enough a!! 
thaſe.ri:ticulous ablurdities, how irrational and (enſelels rhey are, as 
well az you and I; bur tor tempora: en is, in their Hearts beiaz of no 
Hiciigion ar all, they make a profeſſion of believing and revering all 
rac ahbove-menticne: Fopperies, And this 1 mult contels is 4110s 
taer frranye foily in thelc Papiſts, and a conttadiftion not to be pa- 
rated in the moſt blouckiſh uncultivated Indians. For the Happi- 
nets, Riches, tf onours and! Pleafures of this life, they make a / 
of believing moſt ſeriouſly a thouſand ablurdities, which they laugh 
at in their Hearts; and yet they are fo ſenlele(s, as they'l looſe their 
Lives, Ettates, Dignities and all, rather than abjure thoſe very ab- 
lurdities.' - Further, They are lo aſhame.l of their dolrtiſh Religion, 
that charge them with any ot their ſtupid opinions 3 an4 they'{ pro- 
tels by all that's Sacre.l, rhey neither believe, nor prafticeany ſuch 
things, a5 you lay to their charge. And yer you and I know moit 
aſluredly. rhat they do in the very bottom of their Hearts fo ſtrongly 
a;hoecorhem, that they would part with Life an all rhat's dearett 
t\.them rather than forego chem. Bur how come you an4Iro 
know they hold tuch and ſuchablurd fancies, rhey ſo conſtantly pro- 
tefing rhcy: hold no ſuch thing ? Can any body know their minds 
and pradices better that they themlelves ? Thar's a conſiderable Que- 
(tic, awd thallbe anlwered afterwards. Sure it this be their Caſe : 
That! ind&&.1.they do not Worſhip an Pray to Pittures, and Stocks 
4nd Syones as Gods, nor believe any ſuch extravagant power in their 
toly. Farhor-dr Rami to pardon or give leave to commir fin tor Mo- 
ney, and 2a thouſunt other abſurdities , which commonly rhey are 
charged with :+And yer they. will rather en4Jure all lofſes of Eitare, 
Libercy or Lite; then relinquiſh the (aid deteltable abominations, 
merthinks:they do nor Gdelerve ſo wuch to be perſecuted, lequeſtred, 
impriſon'd, hang'd drawn and quarter” for T raytors, a5 tobe pirie4 
and+calt into Bedlam for Mad Men, ar to have their Eltates begg*d for 
NaruralFoak. ' There is ſome Myſtery lies hid here, which we have 
not yer diſcove:ed. Either they are groſly and ſtupicily nuſtaken. in 
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matters of Relivion, of elſe we me-ſtrange!y miſtaken in them, 'and 
what is indeed their Religion. —_— 

But for Go4s lake, as you deſire our Eterral Wellfare, which-you 
ſeeme.} in rhe beginning ot your diſcourlelo heartily ro prerend wmroy 
of what Religion are you your (elf, who write thus for the ſatista+ 
tion of your delu le 1 Puriranical Kindred and Acquain'ance; whom 
you ſo pity an4compaſſionate ? If you be neither Puriran, Prelatich, 
Protiflant, nor Papiſt, what are you ? A Jew, Twhk, or Pagan?! No, 
I thank che A!l Good God I ama Chriſtian 3 An Apoftriicsl Chriſtian. 
That is, one that believes whatever Dottrine cats be provedto him, 
to have been ravght the World by the Apoſtles of Jetus Chrift : One 
that admits of any pradtice introduced into the World by the lame 
Apoſtles : One thar reverences al! Books or Writings, as of an in'at- 
lible Divine Authority left by tem, Nay, if the Holy Apoſtles 
lett any in Commiſſou as their Succeſſors,to make Ordinations obler 
vable by all Chriſt mans, I receive all Decrees of ſuch Delegates of rhe 
Apoſtles alſo Bur theſe are general terms; what do you believe in parth- 
cular as to the Worſhip. of Gottinthis World,and the ſtate of leparted 
Souls in the other, and Guclylikecontroverred points berwixe Papiſts 
and Proteſtants? Do you believe all! choſe Papiſtical Dottrines you 
mentioned above or no ? I thank my God, there's not one of them, 
which. I do not deteſt as Hell it lelf. Burt what do you poſitively 
believe ? I do believe wharſoever Jeſus Chriſt raughe his Twelve A- 
poſtles; and what his Twelve Aroſtles taught the VVorld. AndI 
do believe Almighty God'has fetr us who! live in'this Seventeenth Age 
from our Dear Saviour,certain and infallible means ro know what r 
taught the VVorld in thar firſt Ate in which they lived ;. ar leaſt fo 
much of - what they raughr and eſtabliſhed as is needful for us ro know 
and prattice, rodifpole us t6r Beatitude in the other life. For thdr 
otherwiſe the univerſal Redeemer 4 fhoul# not+ have been a ſuffi. 
cienr Saviour of all rhe. VVorld, bur only of tharparr of ir, which 
had the happineſs to live in thar firſt Age of Chriſtianiſm ; or ar moſt 
only of ſuch Ayes as were 16 near thar Primitive H py Time, that 
they could certainly and. Infallibly know wh $ were taught, 

nd what prattices in order to the betrering, to eparing of Man- 
kind for Heaven, wete ſer on foot by Jeſus Chritt; 6+ his infallible 
Jegates, Subſtirures or VVimeſſes: Ly ano? 3” 

| But what means has Jeſus Chriſt left us at this diſtance from the 
time wherein he illuminated the VVorkd by bis Divine \ reſence, to 
know how'|he lived, and how he "ew his followers to livero come 
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to Ercrnal Life. Has he'in ſome firange Ifland, preſerve! ſome 
Hundre\ls of Venerable Ol: Men, who have been kept alive ever 
ſince thar faſt Aze, to reſtife to all Generation, what kind of Do- 
Arm they hay neard with their Ears, or what kind of Worſhip they 
had ſeen wich cher Eyes, taught an eſtalliſhed by the tir t Planter; 
ot Chriftianiry? No, I know no ſuch thinzz Thongh this woul4 
have been a ſtrange favour to the World, woul.! the Almighty Crea- 
tor have wrought ſuch a Miracle in favour of Ignorant Man. Bur 
what then? Did Jeſus Chritt after the manner of Moſes write a Book 
of all Chriſtian Rites and Obſe: vances, or did he not at leaſt com- 
man1 ſome one of his Twelve Apoſtles, or all of them toge: her to 
write ſome ſuch Book, lo full, ſo compleat, fo plain, as none that 
would not willingly miſtake could pofitbly miſ-underſtand it ? Cer- 
tainly he could not but foreſee, whar dilpures would arife abuut obler- 
vances of Days and Sacramenes amongſt Chriſtians in furure Ages. 
Why. did he not tell us plainly by ſome Authentick Writing or other : 
His pleaſure was, that all rhe Moſaics! Rites and Obſervances of Days 
ſhould be aboliſhed, and inſtead of them he would have no Exterior 
Rites and Days at all ; orelfe if he would have any, why did he nor 
take care that fome Book or other ſhould be written, wherein every 
one that could real might ſee, how many Rires calle4 Sacra. 
ments he would have to be uſed amongſt Chriſtians, aut how and 
to whom, and by whom he would have them to be adminiſtre.l? Whe- 
jther he wayld have certain days oblervel by Chriſtians in memory of 
his Birth, Death, Reſurettion and Aſcenſion or no; any fer days of 
Falting, any diſtinftica of Garments in Prieſts from he People or 
vo? Bur himſelf to write never a Book to this perpoſe, w6t any of 
his Apoftles to write any thing but his Holy Life and Death four times 
over, and {ome.lirtle of the Life of ſome one or two of his Apoltles, 
anda few occaboyal Letrers of two or three of his FoHowers'to par- 
ticular Chriſtians, whom they had fully mftzufted by wordof mouth; 
what can weconclude from-all this ? Bur rhar ſurely Jefus Chriſt has 
left us ſome other means, than thole written Books we have; fully to 
iaſtru vs in the, whale Counſel of Gnd in. Order to our Erernal Sal- 
vation. Indeed. I god an Ayciear-Propheſie, chavin thelarter days 
God Almighty would wrize thy Laws im bins Peoples Hearts. Was 
"this't6 in:imare ro us, that whoſpeves would tind- fully add centy 
'the Laws of Jeſus Chriſt in the latrer days, he muſt nor fo muc 

confult wilften Books as the Hearts of Chriſtians ? And truly there 
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of Angels, or ſome ſuch means, foe1us who live now to know whar 
was taughr-or pratticed Ixteen hundred years before we were 
but only bys Books written in that time, or near that time, or elle 
without Books by the oral Tradition cf Fathers to their Children, 
Bur what Certituce cap bee Len this ? Could we {peak with 
every Father and Son that has. live4 ſince the Apoſtles days, and 
ſhould they tell vs unanimouſly, that they ha been taught to be+ 
lieveand praftice thus ani thus : For Example, to Baptjze Children 
or not to. Baptize them, to al ſtain from Fleſh on Fridays or rot to 
abſtaiu in memory. of our Lords bitter, Ceath and Paſſion, andto 
humble our fetves tor our ſins, and fuch-like; no boly coul-t doube 
of the truth of {uch a TI cliimony, more than he does miſtruſt his 
own Eyes or other Senſes ? Bur all the intervening Fathers and Song 
'wixt us and the firſt Age wherein our Lord Jeſus lived, except only 
our Fathers and Grandfathers, bring gone to-another World ;- my 
Grandfarher an tell me certainly what his Father taught him concer- 
ning Fagting on Fridey, Baprizing of 1nfants, Reverepcing ſuch x 
Book aacf Divine Authority,, wricten by a Holy Man talle:t- Mathews 
ſixteen hundred years ago; bur what aſſwance can he give me, ther 
all his Progenitors have praftic'd and believ'd after the ſame nanner 
ever lince the Apoltles days? Why, what aſſurance could a Jew thay 
live4. in.our Bleſled Savioms time, have given to a Pagan, or to one 
of hig,own Children, that the, Books of the Law. of Moſer were 
writtenby a Holy Man called Moſes, who familiarly converſed-with 
Ged, ſo many hundred years ago? He could @nly have dilcourſedto 
him after this manner. Thus I was told by my Father, and thus all 
our Neighbours were told by their Fathers, and ris impoſſible in any 
Age ſince our Great Mafer, all our Anceſtors ſhould agree together ro 
cell chair, Poſterity (@ggear a lye; to, their. own, aud their Poſterities 
Ecerngl, damnation... One, Man may tell an-irapudent notorious lye, 
but -a whole Countray cannot conipire in a lyewhich they know to 
be a lyez of could they, ſume neighbour Nation would tell the 
Cheat to Poſterity. In like manner muſt the Apoſtolical-Chriſtian 
aulwer, when he is Gemanded an account, why be reveres ſuch and 
Cuch, Books a3 Apsſtolical writing, cr. obſerves ſuch and ſuch Rix 
as Apoſtolical. Ordinations, , And, this is the belief and praftice 
an Apoſtolical Chriſtian in. general. VVhatſoever this preſent Ag5, 
cr any. other, Age ſince che Apoſtles time in ſeveral Nacions 
Countries,' qanimouly atteſt 'thar they have received from their 


Forefathers from the Apoltles, md ie cannot poſitively. ſhow chat 
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z 'wasof 4 fatey date : begun for Example in or nearſuch a time, by 
ſuch and ſuch, he ſubmits to ir 4s Apoftolical ; and ejus though it 
cannot poſitively be proved, that, for le, ſurhya Book or 
Praftice was received ig every Age lince the Apoſtles tlays}, by poly 
tive Teltimonies onr of Aurheritick Pe every particular Age. 
And thus mich farisfationiah4 no more tould” Jacob have given to 
his Children,” why he kept the” Sabbath day , commanded by Al- 
mighty God to otr firſt Parent Adam above two thouland years be- 
fore. He had neither Scripture nur other Record of writing for an 
ſuch Inſtitution, rhe uſe of wriring being unknown torheworld ri 
afterwards, when God Almighty wrote the Ten Commandments in 
Two Tables of Stone. | He could only rell-chem, thus he and his 
Neighbours had been immemorially taught ro believe. And their 
objefting, how could they tell Lur ſume body our of a ſuperttcious 
_ of ' more SanAiry in every ſeventh day, than _ ſixth or 
gheh,mighr have introduced rhe will-werſhipot ſuch an ation, 
fuchan Objeftion, I fay, as this, would nbt haveexculed them before 
Godfremfſuchan _ — the whole preſent Generation collt 
thein they tad obſerved immemorially from Adem/An1indeed,though 
it were granted thar according ro the Holy Scriprures, we Chriſtians 
are obliged ro keep every krit day of the week Holy.yer it cannot be 
proved out of Scripture or eny orher Book, or by any other Argu. 
ment, \bur the irhmdmorial tradition and prattice-of: ſeveral Chriſtian 
©orineries, that the day we now oblerve is the true ft day of the 
week, from that firſt firſt-day oh which our Bleſſed Savour roſe from 
Dearh to Liſe. © And yet that there ſhould be Chriſtians w ho ſhould 
tnake no diſtintion berwixt Friday and the other tays of the week ; 
though, go intoall the Chriftian Countries of the worlt,and you?! 
find one before Lutbe#, bur Tay they Wveinwmemetiolly from vht time 
of the Apoſtles abſtinet!From Fleſh Upon # in memory of our BYf- 
1 Sibtours bireer Death and” Piffion. 1 fear (+ Wt the'day of fudy- 
Ment, 'their pleading they found no ſuch command in al the New 
uMcieor excuſe. IC others faſt not o_ ſhould 


Seriprtrd will ben | 
do upon thar day.muft I therefore think Fam excus'4-from faſtiirt yp 
viiie 2 I ſhould? No morethan't amextund fromlayiieg afitl 
worldly my RR 1s pe - _P Fajroys becauſe 
others profine ir by drinkmg an wts/But this by the way only. 
' vs to the fatisfattion of that cont remdark Bw How 
We hou know whar the Papiſts believe and prafiiks better than 
themſelves, at leaſt berter chan they will tell us what their befieFand 
wh practice 
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pradtice is, as to praying te laagan, buying Pardons and Licences 


to commit fin, &c. I muſt rel] you plainly, I have lived above 20 
years amonglt them, and I could never yer meet with, fo much as 
one ſingle perſon, that believ'd or practic'd any . one of all thoſe 
ſtupid abſurdities I mentioned In my Deſcription ot a Papiſtz and 
the truth is, thee is not one (uch Papilt in England , 'nor any where 
elſe, but in Proteſiants Brains and falle [maginations. Nor dof 
deſire any one ſhould crevir me as to: this-particular, nor the Adver= 
faries of the Roman Church neither, but let him ask the firſt Papiſt 
he meets, wherher he pray co Images or no ;. believe the Pope'an 
give him leave tocommir tor nication fora piece of Money or no &'e. 
An1 if the tirſt Papiſt he meets with will acknowledge no ſuch thing, 
ler him propole the ſame queltions to the next he meets, and foro 
others, until he find one : or if he can find none, let him nor for 
Paraſes in printed Books which he miſ-underſtands, flander his in- 
nocent Neighbours. We. eaſily miſ-uaderftand one anorherswri- 
tings, but when we diſcourſe rogether we explain our (elves wharwe 
mean by ſuch and ſuch Expreſſions, which at the firſt hearing.cauſe a 
wrong undei ſtanding in us. An11 eaſily | rp — my ſelf would 
thole of ſeveral Perſwaſions in our ſadly divided Countrey, familiarly 
and friendly converſe rogether, and ask an account of each others 
belief and pradtice, we ſhould ſoon jf not be of one-mind, at leaſt 
{o far be of one Heart, that it would be far from ws from thinking 
of perſecuting one ancthen to death for our differences in points of 
Religion, We ſuppnle the Romar-Catbolicky Bold fuch and ſuchab» 
ſurdizies,. and then, here I @n have you, and there1can have 
againſt the Wind-mills of our own Brains. Would Drs Srilling 
or others who write againſt che Church of Rome, when in ſome 
thahck Aw bor they meet with ſorne DoQrine or Pratice which ſhocks 
the. underfiancding willy its -( #5 it ſeems ro them ) ridiculoufneld 
and,abfurdity, but refieRt that there are grear numbers of perſons'of 
{ound Judgment and Vertuous Lives, who. believe and juſtifie aff 
DoQrines and- Praftices truly Cartholick 3 methinks they could not 
but. tulpett 3 lurely 1 cither miſ-underſtand this Author; or ele les 
only bis private opinions, and conſequently he-alone, and nor the 
whole Roman Chutch ought, ro have dirt-caſt in her face forir;or 
qr elle they have ſome Reaſcns for ſuch a behet or praftice unknows 
to me; and therefore before 1 write againſt ir, I'le conſult ſore 
Romaniſt of judgment and underſtanding about it, who by werd of 
mouth, can more plainly declare the ſaid Dodtrine or — 
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heir Reaſons for it, if it be indeed owned and juſtified by their 
Chnrch. Such candid fincere dealing as this would cut ſhort many 
of our diſputes, and ſtrangely conduce to a happy compolire of all 
our differences. And incee.! had we a deep tenſe of one anot hers 
Eternal Happineſs and Miſery, an ſtrong hearty detires of rightly 
informing one another ia the direft parhs co Eternal Beatirude, we 
would do ſome ſuch thing, rather than n:iiſconſtrue one anothers in- 
nocent ſayings, and lye at the catch to make picquant re-parties upun 
each other, as we do, 

But, my dear Kelations, to give you an account of thar ſtrange 
and hardly credible, an 1 yer moſt certain eruth, viz. That you lroung 
amongſt Papiſtr, and converſing daily with them, nay and often diſcours 

with them about Religion too, yet do quite miſtake their Keligion, and 
do not at all underftand what they either believe or praflice as to their way 
of Worſhip, but imagine a thenſand fopperies aud madneſſes concerning 
them,which they no 1:ſ5 than your ſelves abbor and deteſt with their Hearts, 
To give an account of this tiranye Paradox. Should an Engliſhman 
tell a Tzrk at Conſtantinople : Sir, I come out of a Countrey, where 
we are not all of one Reiizion, and for this cauſe, the ſupreme Ma- 
giſtrates j:erſecute thoſe of a ditterent perſwaſion from them, and all 
this mend through a miſtake, becauſe ++ = one an9- 
ther. The pe:ſecuting party fancies that rhoſe whom they perſecute 
hold the moſt ſtupid opinions in matters of Religion, that ever 
were held by Men: worſhip Stocks and Srones as Gods, pray to 
them, put their confidence in rhem, &e. think they can have leave 
from their Chief Prieſt, whom they call their Pope, -ro commit any 
ſin for money, &c. that is all the abſurdiries I mentioned above; 
and yer nctwithſtanding not one Man of all the diſcountenance4 
party, holds ſo much as one of all the Abſurdities with which he's 
charged, but is ready by all that is Sacred ro abjure themal! it} gene- 
ral, and every one in particular? What think you wonkd a 
imagine, to whom ſuch a Narration ſhould be made ? would he not 
Reply ? Surely you do not ſpeak all one and the ſame Language, or 
elle if youdo, you ſeldom or never diſcoule with one another abour 
wattcrs of Religion, or elſe youare are a ſtrange bleckiſh people, 
who cannot underſtand common ſenſe ; of elſe the diſconntenanced 


anaccount of them concerning their Religion, rhey make no ſcruple 
to believe in their Hearts one thing, and to ſwear to you they believe 
quice contiary : but the one would think they might abjure on 
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whole Rellgion, and'conform Exteriorly to the Religion eſtabliſi,ed 

and fo avoid rhe penalties of rhe Laws in force agaic.it them ; or elle 
the Ruling Power gains a conlide. able Revenue or ſome other nota- 
ble a+.vantage, by cilcountencing diilenters from them in matters of + 
Kelizion. No. Fecuniary Muldts as they are, throuzh the favour of a 
G: acious Prince exatted, ad nothing ar all to the publick Treafury, 
an4 rhe whole torce of the Nation 1s far lels formilablero Externs, 
than o:herwile it would be, wee it not for our dif-union amongit 
our ielves, What then is the true Reaſon, you neicher can nor will * 
underſtan1 one another? No boly is malicious againſt his Neigh- 
bour, meerly becauſe he will Le fo, when he is not only no gainer 
by his malice, but alfo prejudiced by ir, which notwic ing if 
1 underſtand you aight, is the ſtate of your Countrey, What mult 


or as they phraſed ir, ro reform the way of worſhiptaught t 
their hnceh y x3 ” li nec 
of cocreftion, and partly calumniated with a thoufand lies 


and thoſe lyes have been propagared from Fathers ro Sons __ ſince. 
to 


points, betwixe the Religion eſtabliſhed by Law, aid the Religinn of 
diTenting Papiſts,as we llehem:Bfperale about Tranl) wigs n 
ftand 
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the diſcountenance.l party, bur allo having the command. af all the 
ublick Pulpies, in w | ties 


:; An 
fiate. of, Liſe, 8 
Conſciences 11 matrers © 1 

only ; the Ruling Party ( or rather the firſt Reformers. ). ro juſtife 
therr own {evere Laws agaiuſt diſſenters, ace forced to =_ 
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with a thouſand lies before the vulgar Multirude, who eaſily believe 
what is cold them by their Minilters, eſpecially if chey be ſuch as 
they Reverence for their ſceming learning and good lite. Nor vol 
by what I am a ſaying accuſe rhe whole pretent Clerpy of lyin 7 againſt 
their Cohiſciences, when they cell the people that Papiits pray to 
Stocks ahd S:ones as Gods, can have pardon of {in palt, or | ave 
ro Commit fih to come for Money. No, | believe matily of 
them do really think fo in their Hearts, having been often to14 fo 
ſiom their Infancy, and knowing little of Papiits but from priared 
Books, an4 cheſe made by their Adverfarics roo, But rhe tr it Ke. 
formers Who had been elucarel in Popery, could not but lye againſt 
their Conftiences, when they told the people fuch lies concerning 
Papiſts as 1 have made tnention of above, In like manner new Apo- 
fare Prieſis muſt needs have very bad Conſciences, when they accule, 
as they do, Papiftz of ſuch rhings, as their own Conſciences rel! 
them, themſelves were not guilty of when they were Papiſts, For 
zart ſe, the Aurhor of that Scurrilous Pamphlet, The Rates of fins 
in the Gaftom-bdne of the Church of Rome : Whar Contcience could 
ave? 'v could nor bur foreſee rhat the common people 
would thefice be confirmed in their miſ-belief concerning their Ca- 
thalick Neighbours, that they can have pardon an. leave to commit 
any fin fot Money, wich in his Conſcience he knew to be molt talle. 
And yer all;cne that had a mind ro viſifierhe Church of England, 
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mioHt with the ke ſemblate of Truth,Intitle a Book, The Rater of fins 
bs the won: Denſe of the Chutet of England,and make goo{ the Title 
by | yh hePecuniaryMulfts whichare exatted in BiſhopsSpi- 


ritual Courts for Aulteries, Fornications,Diſpenſarions in Marriages, 
&c. as if in the Church of Exgland,you might have leave ro commir A- 


ſo! Ich, and Fornitarion tor fo much, &e. wherrall this 
Gy fe ty Fecutia 


| y Puflifhments by which the Ecclefiaſticel 
ount s,and endeavours roprevent fin and wickenefs. 
& what hurt do ſuch Paltry Pamphlers the ſnnple half-witted 
is have Mercy on the Authors of them. Bur I am giving 
co fy | oy egdrmrngpanreigs ofHeligion, 
# mo ſts 
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really think they pray to the Pitture they kneel ro God Almighty be- 
fore, When if you law their Hearts,or would believe their T ongues, 
they are as far from adoring fuch a Picture as God, as Socrates was 
from worſhipping the Clouts, as the common people imagin'd, 
when they {aw him bow his Body to the C:eator of all in the open 
helds: And do no more pray to Piftures than you do to the bare 
wall:, or Communion-Table fet Altar-wile, you kneel before when 
you are at your Prayers, W hat you do to your Communion-Table, 
or to the Name of Jelus, that they do to the Fifture of the ſame 
Jeſus, and no more. And would you wichour paſſion and partiakty 
converle withthem, you would find what I ſay to be moſt true, To 
illuſtrate what I am a ſaying, give me leave to inſert a pleaſant Story 
told me by a Proteftant Lady, Ir ſeems in a Church in Town, certain 
Gentlewwumen ( and rhele oftentimes bur a quarter- pac'd Confor- 
miſts, as the Animadverter upon Naked Truth phraſes it ) fit very 
near the Communion Table, or half-pac'd iſh Altar ; now Tho- 
rough-pac'd Conforming Ladies entiing the Church, ſhow their re- 
ſpe towards the Holy Table, by making a low Reverential Courr'ly: 
the Genelewomen that fit near the Superſtirious Altar, taking all 
that reſpett as done to themſelves, wonder much at ir, and whiſ- 
to one another; Madam, Is that Lady of your Acquaintance ? 
No. Nor of yours Madam? No. Surely ſhe either knows, or 
thinks ſhe knows ſome of us, ſhe ſo civily ſalutes us, &e, Madam 
you miſtake; 'Tis not to you, but to the Holy Enchariſt, which is 
wonr to be diſpenſed from the Sacred Table you fir ſo near; the 
Devout Lady gives all that reſpeft. Juſt fo hires it with the Rell. 
ious Papiſt, who paſſing by the _ cf his Dear Crucified Lord, 
everently pulls off his Hat, or Reſpe&fully Bows his Head. The 
half-witred Proteſtant having been told from his Cradle that Papiſts 
worſhip Stocks and Stones az Gods, now believes the Papiſts to be 
Idolaters, not becauſe his Miniſter told him ſo; but becauſe he has, 
as he thinks, Leen an Eye-witneſs of their Idolatry ; when all this 
while the Devour Romanift ſhows all this reſpe& not to the Carved 
Wood or Stone, or painted Cloth or Paper he bows before, bur to 
his great Lord Jelus in Heaven, repreſented by thoſe Figures. Pur 
all chat has been ſaid rogerher, and you will ſee there is no 
wonder in it, that the commonalty of our fadly divided Countrey 
ſhould believe a thouſand lies in matters of Religion, concerning 
their Catholick Neighbours, eſpecially if you that thoſe who 
have been about 150 years Nandering I them, have wichall rold che 
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vulgar, that Catholicks are ſuch a cunning and deceitful j eople, thar 
you may not believe them in one word what they fay to you concer - 
ping their Religion, but beingaſham'd of their Fopy & ies, they will 
deny them it you lay them ro their charze : Or ': rt any time you 
meet with any whole candor and lincerity you 2:2 tc c/ n»inced of, 
that you cantot think he weuid tell you a lye : Then you muſt ima- 
yu him to be of a particular beliet an4 temper ti ona all other Ca- 
tholicks, an4 though he hold no fuch abſuriries by reafon of his 
better unde: ſtanctin?, learning. Ec, yet the generality of rhe peo- 
le moſt certainly hold them all. O rhe crate an{ cunning of rhe 
il and deceitful Men, thus to blind and miſerably impoſe upon 
the ſimple an1 well-meaning vulgar ! Jelu; of his Mercy open their 
Eyes, and make them ſee who they are that thus failly Lelude and 
cheat them. Beſides the Laws being very ſevereagainit Carhwlicks, 
many are afraid to have a better opinion ot rhem than they a'e 
taught to have, though they even lee they are much Nlandered, lefi 
they ſhould be convinced of the truth of their Religion, and then 
be obliged either to damntheir Sou's it they would nor embrace ir, 
or loofe their Eſtates and Preterments if they 0i-1 embrace it. Fi- 
nally, Catholick Religion is a Holy an1 Strit Religion, and there- 
tore no wonder if the Profeſſors of it be hated and ill ſpoke of by 
the wickel and looſeworld. Libertines willingly ſpeak i!l cf rhole 
that are ſtrift and very conſcientious in their ways, bur being aſhame(! 
ro revile them for cheir Vertues, ( rhough that be rhe real quarrel 
which they have withthem ) they mil-interprer their innocent an 
good Aftions.and calumniate their perfons with a thouſant flan lers. 
For Example. Catholick Religion teaches , that if any one have 
wronzed his Neighbour by cheating, cozening or ſtealing any thing 
from him; he's bound if he be able under pain of damnation to make 
reſtitution, ant wirhout this no Tears, no Prayers, no Farrh in the 
Bloodof Chriſt can fave hivy., The fame Keligion reaches alſo, that 
you are bound under pain of damnation to confels your mote 
ſecrer lins to a Prieſt, ant thatif you be truly penitent, an! reſo|- 
ved to lead a new (iſe, upon the Prieſts abfolution on Earth you arc 
moſt certainly pardoned in Heaven. Ir reaches alfo, that you have 
a like obliation to abſtala trom Fleſh in Lent and upon o her days 
of Abſtinence, Fridays, Vigils, &. Now Fleth and Blood does 
not like theſe Reftraints. And hence thoſe that: have no mind ether 
to make Reſtitution of ill gorten Goods, or to difcover their ſhame- 
ful fins to a Prieſt, or to abſtain frum Fleth on certain days, —_ 
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derſtanding that Prieſts when a confeſs to them, enjoyn them 
to wake Reſtirution, and it they. not able to faſt, en)oyn them 
oftentimes to give Alms in lieu ot It, and n fuch caſes diſpenſe with 
the Eccleſiaſtical Law of Abſtinence ; this iz groun4 enuugh to ca- 
lumniate poor Papiſts, and to tell the ſimple Mulcituce, that they 
can buy pardon of their fins tor Money, ani have leave fiom their 
Pricſts to break auy Law of Gol for Money, ani ler chem commir 
what villanies they pleaſe, *tis bur contefting them to a Prieſt, and 
this without any repentance, or purpole of Amendment. Miſcreor 
ſuper turbam, What Chriltiian Heart would it not maketo bleed to 
{ce how the well-meauing Multitude are abuſed and impoſed upon 
by their deceived Guides ? 

My Dear Kelatims, For the love you have to your Immortal Souls, 
do your ſelves that rizhr as but familiarly to converſe with your Ca- 
tholick Neighbours, an.l with as little palſion as you can, do bur ask 
them an account of their Religion, an4 do not againſt all common 
ſenile and reaſon, believe the Teſtimony of their A.verſaries concer- 
ning them and their Relizion, rather than them themſelves, and if 
you do not lin4 that you have been taughe a thouſand lies concer. 
niag them, and that bo hold nothing nor prattice nothing but whar 
they are able to givea very fatisfatiory Account of to any impartial 
Er.quirer, then fay I ama Knave, a Lyer, anda Chear, one that de- 
ſerves no Mercy from God or Man, inthis Werld orchenext- ;- bur 
if you tind what I have faid ro be moſt rrue, pray for thofe thar have 
deceived you, and think ſeriouſly what it b«hoves you ro do, and 
whertehr you have nor reaſon to ſulpeft rhoſe Ehurch-men, who ſtand 
in need of ſuch notorious lies and fſlanders thereby to defend them- 
ſelves avain(t their Adverſaries. If Popery beſuch a doltiſh and ſenſe- 
lels- Religion, then what need of belying ic and flandering it to 
make jt 0:110us to the People ? and what fear of Its overſpreading 
the Nation by a free and unlimited Toleration ? Bur the truth is, 
i”'sa Holy, an1 moſt rational Religion, and ſuch as Men muſt ceaſe 
ro be Men, or they cannot bur acknowledge the Finger of God in 
r, when it is duly and truly repreſented as it is init ſelf, devoid of 
allrhoſfe fopperies ani! lies with which it is-calumniared by its Adveri 
ſaries. For the loveof God, what Papiſt in che world believes thac 
the Goſvel is but a Fable of Chriſt; that the Biſhop of Rome isa 
Go1; Not any fn, but is or may be indulged amothgſt them, and 
{carce a known ſin but there is a known price for it, and at rheir Mar. 
ket -rate you may commit them when you will, that they allow 
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Whoredom all the year long, and the praftices of other unclean- 
veſles not to be named among Men in lome Months of the year ; 
that mortal ſins ace put away by A Dai's, by little parcels of the 
Goſpel, by Popes and Biſhops Pardons, &c. Thar Chriſt is the Sa- 
viour of Men only, but of no Women, for Women are ſave. by St. 
Clare and Mother Jane : T hat the Pope may check when he plcaſes 
tbe Epiſtles of St. Poaw/, and controul any thing avouched by all rhe 
Apoftles ; That we muſt fimply believe the Church of Rome, whe- 
ther ir teach true or falſe; and if the Pope believe there is no life to 
come, we mult believe it as an Article of our Faith? What Papiſt 
in the world believes one of all theſe Madnefſes and Blaſphemies? 
and yer the whole Reman Church is charge with themall, by no leſs a 
Man than the preſentA:ch- Biſhop of Torkjif that Book be hisGrace's, 
which is commonly fold in London withhis Nameto it, and the Prin- 
eters allo, under the Title of a Manu! of A4ttive Poſitive,and Oppoſitive 
Divinity; written by him to preſerve a Noble Lady from the Janger 
of Popery.1 confeſs a Proteſtant ro whom Lread aDialogue in thatMa- 
#nal {aid,Surely ſome body tEdilgrace his Lordſhip had Printed it un- 
der hisName: But on the other ſide it is not credible that a Book ſhould 
be publickly ſold, all over England, tor tour __ rogerher, under 
{ſo Great a Perſons Name and yet be none of Nis, if there were any 
thing in. it his. Lordſhip was aſham'd ro own. I well foreſcewhat I 
have written 'will be il} taken by many, but I dare not bur diſcharge 
my. Conſcience, and profeſs as in the tight of Gad, I wtire nor thus 
to diſgrace any Mans Perſon; but meerly re diſ-abuſe my well-mean- 
wg Relations, who I amr furehave ſuch a Zeal of Godlineſs, and true: 
Sandtiry, thar they woldd love Papiſts an rheir Holy and rift Re-! 
ligion with their Hearts, were not they and their Rel1gion miſ-repree 
fented unrothem. To' defame a particular Perkon is. a great wicked- 
neſs, but ro flander a whole Church-is a: Derrattion of a higher rank, 
and affuredly dees oblige the Derraftor- to revoke his Calumnies, 
God be merciful ro usz; we have faults but too roo many, what reed 
of belying one another? Let us believe one- anorher what we ſay 
our Tenets of Religionare, an diſpute againſt thoſe, and not againſt 
the -uncharira' le ſurmizes of ou' own Brains. To judze my Neigh- 
bqurs to be quilty of moſt horrid Blaſſhemics, when they proteſt 
they abhor them no- leſs than- ray ſelf, if this be not 10 Judge my 
Neizhbour, which is notwirhſtandins moſt ſeverely prohibited me 
by my Bleſſed Saviour, I know not what-is. Now fora Grave Do- 
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of a1l thoſe Blaſphemies and Abſurdities, I but now mentioned, and 
er not that ſo much as one ſingle Papiſt you can meer wich will own 
much as one of them, I am at a ſtand what to rhink, Surely no 
Man could be fo malicious ro write ſuch things on ro 2- 
buſe a poor Lady ; and on the crher fide to think that 4 kt of 
Divinity could be fo ignora!.t of the Teners of Papiſts, as tobe- 
lieve that no body can be a Papiſt, bur he mult neceſſarily believe rhe 
Pope is a God, that he may have leave to commit almoſt any fin-at # 
known price when he will ; that the Goſpel is a Fable &e. Had he in 
plain rerms told the good Lay, ſome Roman writers as he under. 
ſtood them, or as Proteſtants cited them, heid ſuch and ſuch Ablue« 
dities and Blaſphemies, bur not one Papilt ſhe could meer with woul& 
own {o much as one of them, this would have ſignitie1 nothing to 
the retaining of her in the Proteſtant Communion. For the Reply 
woul have been eaſic : Eirher you nuſ-underſtand the Authors, or 
elſe they are at moſt but the phrenſies of ſome particuler Men, and 
conſequently I may be a Papilt an4 hol4 none of them, bur abomi» 
nate and dereſt them all. But that he might be lwe to preſerve the 
Lady from the danger of Popery, under the difguile of a Di 
he makes a Papiſt give for Reaſons why he cannot become Proteſtant 
the Blaſphemies and Abſurdirics above 3 which is as much as torelf 
her, if ſhe will turn Papiſt ſuch and ſo Blalphemous muſt her Tait 
and Religion be, Methinks knowing many of his Catholick\Neighs 
bours to be Men of good Judgment and honeft Converſation; he” 
ſhould have demanded of. them, wiretherſuctrehings wero generally” 
believel by them or no, before he had printed themas' Rec Cns.” 
why a Papiſt could. not change his Religion : for if onemay bet 
ſaund Papiſt an hold:none cf them, then all his Lordſhips diſcourſe” 
falls. tro the ground, whatſnever ſome partimiar Doors mdy HoIE" 
concerning them. Though rhariafſo be a meer calurnny, and ſhoulds 
any be {6 exttavagan* as roaſſerr ſuch Diabolical phrenſies, he would 
be caſt our of our Churchas a:Bla(phemer. | 
And that you, My Dear Relations, may lee that I have not aralt 
wronged the Dottur,. I have thought fir to tranſcribe ſome few Lines 
our of his 7th. Chap. Page 101, The next to his Dialogue, The fores' 
going Sixth Chapter, fays he, giver an accoient of ſome of the . 
mies and Abominations' of the Roman Church, many more might be in 
ftanced, &c. Where in plain rerms, # before under the difgviſe of & 
Dialogue, he charges not barely ſome particular Authors, bur the ' 
whole Roman Church, and all Rewer Carholicks with-thie Blaſphe. 
mes, 
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mics in the foregoing Dialogue. He goes on; Where is their Piety 
towards God, while they offirmthat the Goſpel ir but a Fable of Chriſt, &c. 
Noy even that the Biſhop of Rome is 8 God, &c Where is their Sobriety 
and Chaſtity, while they Authorize Stews, allow Whoredom all the year 
long, &t&, Scarce a known fin butthere is a known price for it ;, and at their 
Markyt-rate you may commit them when you will, &c. $uch extravazan: 
Diſcourſes thouzn they may hin-ler ſome trom ever examininy rhe 
Catholick Religion, yer rhey are ofteatimes, Gol Almighty out- 
ſhooting the D<vil in his own Bow, happy occaſions of the Conve:- 
ſons of - others, Lremember to have read of a German Coun”, who 
refleting how divers of his Carholick Neizhbours were Perſons of a 
ſound Judgment an! Unleritanling, he bezan to think with 
himſelf, how they could believe ſuch ſtrange Doftrines, as were by 
his Miniſters commonly lai1 ro their charge, hereupon he reſolve. 
to. inquire into their Tenets, an1he found for a great part they held 
luch Dofrines as they were commouly taxed with, and as for what 
did inleed hold, they had very good Reaſons for their Faith, 
And io by the merciful G: ace of Go became a happy Convert to thar 
Religion, the which before he impartially examined it, ſeem'd foex- 
otick.and incredible unto him, Which I hope, My Dear Relations, 
will one day be your happy lot alſo. T ake but pains canlidly and 
diligently to _i:quire an4 I doubt not bur ir will, Bur if you will 
be oe goon to think your Catholick Neighbours to be ſuch Monſters 
| Men, and to hold ſuch horrid Blaſphemies and Abſurdicie:, which 
they ,profeſs no leſs to abhor and deteſt than your ſelves, I hope I 
have done the duty of a Chriſtian Kinſman, and to my grief muſt 
one day bear- witneſs againſt you, that I reld you how groſly you 
miſ.apprehended the True Worſhippers of Chriſt, but you would 
nenher believe me, nor ſeriouſly uſe any means to inform your ſelves 

aright, Bur 1 hope berter things concerning you. 

: Another great cauſe of all your miſtakes is che ſcandalous lives of 
too too many Rem m Catholicks. For the truth is,no Carholicks believe 
ſd much as one of the above-mentioned Abſurdities, yet many of 
them ( Chriſt Jeſus mend vs all ) live ſoas they may ſeem toa pre. 
zudiced beholder , to- believe divers of them, Conſidering their 
Mac k-prayers, Mock-faſts, and Mock-conteſfions withour any A- 
mendment of life, &c, But. to help you againſt this, you muſt re- 
m— the Counſel of St, Aguſtin tocaſt your Eyes nor only upon 
the;Cockle, but alſo upon the 200d Wheat, and if you will needs be 
comparing -the Profeſſors of our ſeveral Religions together, donor 
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compare the beft of your own Religion wich the worft of ours, but 
the belt of ours with the beſt of your own, an! the worſt of ours 
with the worſt of your own; an1 do not conficer how little our 
Fafling-days, or Holy-days, or Confeſſion of fins, &c. conduce 
to Piety as they a:e clLlerrel by rhe Libertines of our Church, but 
what helps they would le to make all the world better, were they - 
oblerved in a Que and Chriſtian manner. Another great cauſe of 

our miſtzkes is, that great Lye Ceviled by the ftitſt Reformers, vis. 

hat rhe New Teſtament is a Compleat Rule of Fai:h and Manners 
for all Cly iſftians. tience wharſoever Praftice or Ceremony you can-. 
not find there. you re et it as a Superſtition and Will worſhip. A 
this makes J&u quarre! with all Abſtinence from certain kinds of 
Mea's on Falting-cays , and with all Holy-days except Sundays, 
with the Sign of the Croſs, &c, Whereas Chrittian Dodtrires and 
the Evange!t al way of Worſhip were fir raught the world by the 
Apoſtles before they writ any thing at all. Nor did ever any of the 
Apoſtles or all of them together go about to write a Bock of the 
whole Body cf the Chriſtian Law, like to thoſe of Exodus ani Lee 
vitiens written by Moſes, as is marifeſt roany one that conſiders the 
Narure of the Books of the New Teftament. The four Goſfels are 
a Hiſtory of our Blefſed Saviours Life and Dearth, who lived as to 
the External Rites of Religion according rothe exrſb Law, and fo 
we cannot 1ealonably inany of them expett, whar Holy-days or Fa» 
ſting days or Ceremonial Rires we Chriſtan+ are to obſerve in the time 
of the Goſpel. Indeed had the Aft of the Apofiles been intended as 
an exatt Narration hew the Apoftles live1 as fo the whole courſe of 
their life what days they kepr Holy,and what they faſted,and howzand 
what Sacraments they adminiſtred.and now, ant with what Rites, &e; 
we might » ealonably tnve expected rhere ſome mention of ; 
an1Chbriftmas day, of Lew and Abſtinence from Fleſh on Fridays, 
Renouncing the Devil, and che Sign of rhe Crols in Baprifay, &e. Bue 
that Holy Book making menrion only, of fome few particular fuſſas 
yes, cf rwo or three of the Apoſtles lives, the Apoſtles migtte well 
keep Civers Holy-Cays beſides Sanday, and abſtain trom'Fleſr'in 
Lent and upon o: her Faſting-days, an4 uſe the Sizn of ri Crols; 
&c, and reach che ſame allo ro their ſift Converts, and yertherebe 
a profoun | flence of them in the Book of their As. As fur Se: 
Fobns Prephe:ical Book, it locks no-hing like a Ritual, or an Accoune 
of what days ani! Rites in the Divine Werſhip are pecularto us Chri- 
Kizns, The reft of it « New Tettament are Epittles, or Letters of 
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Spiritual Counſel, written by St. Paxt or ſome other Apoſtle to Per. 
ſons already inſtrufted in the Chriſtian way of Worthip, And why 
they ſhould make mention therein of all Chiiſtian Exterior Rices and 
Days, I underſtand not, unleſs perchance the Perions they wrote un- 
to had been deficient in fuch Oblervances, 

The Alequate Rule of our Faith an Manners a:e the Dottr ines 
and Prattices taught the Wor 1-1 by the Apoſtles of our Ble: el Sa- 
viour. An1 the Hcly Scriptures are an Excellent, bur not the on!y 
means whereby we may aflurely come ro know what Truths were 
taught, an'! what Prattices were ler on toor over the whole Earth by 
by the ſame Apoltles. We muit conſult the immemoral Faith and 
Fraftices, and unanimous atreſtations of ſeveral Chriltian Countries, 
and what they joynly witneſs immemcrally to have receive from 
Farther to Son from the Apolties,wherher it be a Book written, as they 
tell us, by the Apoſtles, or a Done taught by them, or a Ritual 
Obfervance ordaine1 by them, we ately ſubmit unto ie as Apoſtoli- 
cal. For that the ſeveral Chriſtin Inhabitants all over the World 
could never poſſibly meer together ro forge a lye. And it is uo 
ſmall cauſe, My Dear Friexd:, of all your miſtakes, that you conceit 
you know the Holy Scriptures to be the infallible Word of God by 
their own light. There's no doubt but any one that reverently reads 
thoſe Holy Book: cannot but acknowledge that there are very many 
Excellent Truths declared in them, but that every thing in them 1s 
infallibly true, and that they were written by Men un-erringly in- 
{pired by the Ho'y Ghoſt, it's not poſſible we ſhould ever have come 
to know ſo much, bur by the reaching of our Parents, who from our 
Infancy imprinted upon us a Reverence to theſe Sacred Writings 
above-all others. And did we but refleft that the afſwance we have 

hat the Books of the New Teſtament were written by Apoſtolical 
Dorf is only this, that ſo all Chriſtian Countries ſince the Apo- 
ve immemorially believed, our Diſcourſe woul.i ſtrait tell us, 
there's all reaſon we ſhuuld ask of thoſe leveral Countries from whom 
we have received thoſe Divine Books, in what ſenſe they have been 
always taught to underſtand rhem? and interpret them accordingly z 
and what Rires and Obſervances they received roverher with them? 
and a''mitthem with the like Reverence. And ir willbe hard ro give 
an Account to our Bleſſed Saviour, why with ſuch awful dread you 
ſubmirred ro the four Goſpels or Epiſtles of St. Paul as moſt Sacred 
and Divine, and yet dared to rejet as ſuperſtition and Will-worſhip 
certain Praftices and Obſeryances delivered to you by the ſame Hands 
Imme- 
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immemorially from rhe Apoſtles. Miſtruſt not the Providence of 
our D-ar Releemer, he has inall Ages had a Warchful Eye over his 
Foly Church, not permitting her to Apoſtatize by Idolarry, or be 
Cetiſe | with Superſtirion, cr to deliver to poſterity her own Inven= 


tions, tor Apoſtolical Tradirions. Bur more of this hereafcer. 
Till you hear further trom me, my Deareſt Friends, let me only ob- 
tain this favour of you, ro do your ſelves this righr, to converſe 
lamiliarly wirh Roman Carholicks, and to hear impartially what 
they have ro ſay for thcmlelves wherein they differ frem you, and 
not to fancy they believe a thouſand Abſurdities, which they no leſs 
«erelt chan your ſelves. 


Tours ever. 


